
The Governor may VETO a 
bill. Legislature may override 

the veto with a 2/3 vote.

HOW
Texas
LAWS
Are Made

The approved 
HOUSE bill & 
amendments 

printed & 
sent to 

SENATE for 
consideration 

The House has 
150 MEMBERS.
The Senate has 
31 MEMBERS.
Texas Legislative 
Sessions are held 

biennially for 

140 DAYS. 
Legislation can be originated 
in either chamber and move 
through this process in 
either direction. Many times 
identical versions of a bill will 
be introduced by legislators 
in both chambers (known as 
Companion Bills). 

State Legislator

The People

An Organization

Interim Committee

BILL
INTRODUCE 

LEGISLATION
A bill is submitted by 

a House member. 
This introduction 

process begins 60 
days prior to the start 

of the session. 

First 
Reading &
Referral to 
Committee Bill 

Analysis
Debate & 
Amend

PUBLIC HEARINGS COMMITTEE REPORT

The Chair can refuse 
to schedule a bill for a 

committee hearing.

A majority vote of 
committee membership is 
required to move ahead.

Sent to 
Calendars

A majority vote by calendars 
committee is need to set for 

House floor vote.

HOUSE FLOOR

Debate & 
Amend

2ND3RD

2ND READING3RD READING

A tie vote or failure to 
gain a simple majority 

would halt the bill.

A FISCAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT is prepared & 

distributed to the committee.

First 
Reading &
Referral to 
Committee

Tagging

Debate & 
Amend

PUBLIC HEARINGS COMMITTEE REPORT A 3/5 vote is required 
to bring the bill to the 

Senate floor.

Placed on Regular 
Order of Business 

A Senator may call for written notice of 
a hearing 48 hours in advance, a tactic 

used to slow down or defeat a bill. A majority vote of 
committee membership is 
required to move ahead.

SENATE FLOOR

Debate & 
Amend

2ND 3RD

A tie vote or failure to 
gain a simple majority 

would halt the bill.

VOTE!VOTE! VOTE!VOTE!

VOTE!VOTE! VOTE!VOTE!
2ND READING 3RD READING

A Senator may 
FILIBUSTER and hold the 

floor for an unlimited debate.

If the House 
concurs the bill 

is sent to 
ENROLLMENT.

If the Senate 
does not 

amend the 
House bill it is 

sent to 
ENROLLMENT.

ENROLLMENT

If the Senate 
amends the 
House bill is 
sent back to 

the House for 
APPROVAL.

If the House fails to 
concur the bill is sent to 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE.

If the conference committee fails to 
reconcile differences or gain a majority 

in either chamber the bill is halted. 

LEGISLATION BECOMES A LAW
A bill can be signed by the Governor in the 
presence of the House OR it may remain 
unsigned. In either case, the bill becomes a 

law after 90 days, unless otherwise stipulated. 

Each Conference Committee must report to their 
respective chambers and both the House & Senate 
must pass before the bill goes to ENROLLMENT. 

SIGNATURE
Indicates an opportunity 

for bill failure.

Lobbyists help an association to research, track 
and advocate for or against any particular piece of 

legislation. They advise the advantage or 
disadvantage it proposes to your special interest 
group and create opportunities for involvement in 

the legislative process.

VETO

Legislation can be originated in either the House or Senate & move 
through the process in either direction...


